
'"égard to the placental transmission of disease the
author says that it would seem that under the in-
fluence of infection the epithelial coat of the cho-
I-ion loses its impermeability, so that bacteria ma)'
pass directly through it, such a result leading to
the suggestion that it is through bacterial action
that the placenta surrenders its protection func-tion and permits the osmosis of deleterious sub-
stances. In the treatment of placenta previa,
version by Braxton Hicks' method and incompletedelivery is generally recommended as the safest
procedure, and not the performance of Cuisareaii
section, which is being quite extensively advocated
at the present time by some writers.The recent theories with regard to the part
taken by the liver in the production of puerperaleclampsia are given at some length. The author
says that the theory of the hepatic origin of puer-
peral eclampsia will afford ample explanation for
those fulgurant cases not accompanied by albu-
minuria, and will also open up a new field in the
study of the grave affection of pregnancy hithertohut little understood.
The lines of treatment recommended are con-

servative and generally in accordance with mod-
ern teaching. Beferenoes are freely presented
throughout the book to writings which are oftenof great advantage and help in the study of a

special branch of the subject. The volume is
well published, and will readily find a place
among the best of the modern books on ob-
stetrics.
The American Illustrated Medical Dictionary.
For Practitioners and Students. A Complete
Dictionary of the terms used in Medicine, Sur-
gery, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Chemistry, and the
kindredbranches. By W. A. Newman Dor-
land, A.M., M.D., editor of the "American
Pocket Medical Dictionary." Second edition,
revised. Philadelphia and London: W. B.
Saunders & Co. 1901.
A first edition of this work was issued in Octo-

ber, 1900. The avowed object of the author hasbeen to furnish in a volume of convenient size an
up-to-date dictionary, sufficiently full for the re-

quirements of all classes of medical men, or, in
°ther words, to give a maximum of matter iu a

jûinimum of space. This object has been securedhy the use of a large page, thin paper, and a
flexible leather binding.In this edition the book has been carefully
''evised. The author has also added upward of
t00 important new terms that have appeared in
"ledical literature during the past few months.
Among them appear "Anopheles," "Cryoscopy,""Johimbin," " Hemolysin," "Iledonal," " Sacrec-tomy."
We have already commented favorably on the

"•'st edition of this work, which represents a highdegree of excellence in the art of book making,the full-page plates, of which there are many,
*re particularly commendable. This edition niusl
be regarded as an improvement on the first. We
n°te a tendency to adopt the reformed spell-

ing : " Physiologic," rather than " physiological " ;
" hemorrhage," rather than " hemorrhage," etc.We confess toa certain hesitation in accepting all
the consequences to which such a tendency logi-
cally leads.
A Laboratory Handbook of Physiologic Chem-
istry and Urine Examination. By Charles
G. L. Wolf, M.D., Instructor in Physiologic
Chemistry, Cornell University Medical Col-
lege, New York. 12mo volume of 190 pages,
fully illustrated. Philadelphia and London:
W. B. Saunders & Co. 1901.
This volume cannot be considered as a textbook

or laboratory handbook of physiological chemis-
try, because it does not deal with this subject in
a scientific manner.
The author begins with a rather unsatisfactory

treatise on protcids, carbohydrates and fats. Out
of the entire field of physiological chemistry only
a few secretions and lluids of the body are con-
sidered, and a disproportionately large portion of
the book is devoted to urine. This subject occu-
pies 120 of the 190 pages of the book. These
pages are taken up mainly by technical processes,
such as the making of a decinormal solution, which
belong more properly to textbooks on quantitative
analysis. The apparent purpose of this work is
as a guide to clinical diagnoses. Its existence is,
however, unnecessary, as it falls so far below the
standard of other books written exactly for this
purpose, such as von Jaksch's " Klinische Diag-
nose," Kruger's "Medicinische Chemie," Charles
Simon's "Clinical Diagnosis."
A Textbook of Pharmacology. Including Ther-
apeutics, Materia Medica, Pharmacy, Prescrip-
tion Writing, Toxicology, etc. By Torald
Sollman, M.D., Assistant Professor of Pharma-
cology and Materia Medica, Western Reserve

University, Cleveland, Ohio. Royal octavo
volume of 880 pages, fully illustrated. Phila-
delphia and London: W. B. Saunders & Co.
1901.
This work aims to furnish, in a manner suited

for reference and study, a scientific discussion and
definite conception of the action of drugs, as well
as their derivation, composition, strength and
dose.
Though entitled a textbook of pharmacology,

the book is too profusely padded with other
subjects to be of use as a student's textbook. The
author does not content himself with the descrip-
tion of the action of drugs, but fills his book
with even such details of chemical manipulation
as the folding of a filter paper and with physical
definitions such as that of specific gravity. As a
reference book it is not complete enough on any
one of the subjects treated.
When the author transforms this book, which he

intends as a textbook of pharmacology, into a sort
of encyclopedia of allied subjects, he departs from
the plan so aptly and admirably carried out by
the master of our science, Schmiedeberg, in his as
yet unequaled textbook of pharmacology.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at NYU WASHINGTON SQUARE CAMPUS on September 15, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


